Recognition of the unarmed genera Gamblea and Chengiopanax as distinct from Eleutherococcus, which has spines or prickles, was recently confirmed using ITS sequence data (Wen et al., 2001) .
Acanthopanax humillimus Y. S. Lian & X. L. Chen was described by Lian and Chen (1994) based on collections from Gansu Province, China, but the necessary combination in Eleutherococcus is made here.
Sin. 14(6): 76. 1994. TYPE: China. Gansu: Lintan Xian, ''Lianhua mountain, in locis udis regionis in sylvis,'' 2700 m, 9 July 1994, Y. S. Lian et al. 94065 (holotype, NWTC) .
Distribution.
A rare species endemic to southern Gansu and northern Sichuan Provinces of China, in alpine habitats at high elevations (2700-3000 m).
Eleutherococcus humillimus most closely resembles E. giraldii (Harms) Nakai but differs in being a subshrub, only 5-15 cm tall (vs. 1-3 m), with 3 or 4 (rarely 5) ovaries and styles (vs. 5 ovaries and styles), the latter connate for ca. 1/5 their length (rather than 1/4-1/2). Eleutherococcus humillimus occurs at high elevations and may be an alpine vicariant of E. giraldii. 
